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For more than 35 years, Winegrape Growers 

of America (WGA) has provided producers 

from across the nation a forum to identify 

and discuss policy issues affecting grape 

growers and wineries and to coordinate federal 

lobbying efforts.

Winegrapes are the largest specialty crop in the 

United States, with over 7 million tons grown 

annually. As the highest value fruit crop in 

the country – close to $5 billion – it makes up 

nearly one-third of the value of all non-citrus 

fruit grown in the U.S. When WGA weighs in on 

an issue, policymakers take notice due to the 

economic impact a crop this size has on the 

country’s agriculture and economy as a whole. 

In addition to issuing opinions on congressional 

policy, WGA also works to keep states with a 

smaller winegrape industry, which don’t have 

the resources for their own lobbying efforts, 

informed of the issues that may impact their 

growers and wineries.

Each year, WGA holds its National Grape and 

Wine Policy Conference in conjunction with 

WineAmerica, a separate organization that 

promotes growth and development in the 

wine industry through public policy, and with 

financial support from Farm Credit’s National 

Contributions Program. As the pinnacle event 

for WGA, the conference strives to maximize 

industry and policy learning, advocacy and 

networking. “This is where wine industry 

leaders from around the country meet to 

weigh in on the most pressing public policy 

issues affecting growers and wineries,” says 

Vicky Scharlau, a member of WGA and one of 

the conference’s coordinators.

The Grape and Wine Policy Conference is held 

near Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., which 

allows industry leaders representing 20 states 

to hold discussions in close proximity to key 

regulatory agencies and congressional leaders. 

“Wine growing, from grape to glass, is heavily 

regulated and the conference features speakers 

with insights on the politics and policies 

affecting the industry,” says Vicky.

Due to such tight regulations that affect 

producers’ bottom line, winegrape growers 

must stay informed on new and potential 

policies covering an array of subjects such as 

research, pests and diseases, the environment, 

labor policies, the Farm Bill, taxes and 

international trade regulations. Conference 

topics range from healthcare and immigration 

to genetically modified organisms (GMOs). The 

Grape and Wine Policy Conference provides 

an efficient and powerful environment for 

industry leaders to stay informed and hold 

key dialogues with members of Congress and 

federal agencies.
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